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On first look, installation artist and designer Markus Heinsdorff comes
across as a perfect representation of his country — Germany. Dressed
casually in an all-white attire, and speaking in a measured tone,
Heinsdorff says that being methodical is something that comes
naturally to him. It is also something that has become an integral part
of the Indo-German Urban Mela, which has travelled across the nation
and come to the city as its final stop. Scheduled to begin in Pune
officially from Saturday, Heinsdorff is the brain behind installation
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artwork as well as the unique high-end tents that have been adorning
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the mela over the last one year.
"When I was contacted about designing the structures, I wanted to
work around the theme of bringing India and Germany together — not
merging them but bringing them together. As a result, I began hunting
for books at the University of Munich's Indo-German Library. After
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researching, I figured that it would be a good idea to use textiles in
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building the structures," he says.
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The tents combine the aesthetics of the Indian design and German
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engineering. The mela will be held at the Deccan College grounds. And
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Henisdorff has not just rested there. Another important element of his
designs is making use of gemstones to make delicate jewellery. In fact,
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he mentions that a reason why he chose to use a textile and plasticbased membrane is because bamboo had been used in China.
He says, "There is natural cooling, just like the Indians had in their old
buildings. The textile is woven along with the plastic membrane so that
it allows breathability. These are little design considerations that have
been used."
This is his third visit to Pune. He says, "It is a green city and has a nice
feel about it but the traffic is terrible. I come from Munich, which is
very small in comparison to Pune," he says.
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